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CTWEEK
Helen Ubiñas:

Redemption from life on

the streets takes some

women through the

Ebony Horse-

women’s stables

in Keney Park.
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CTSPORTS
A UConn men’s basketball

preview: The core of the

team looks to forge a

lasting positive identity.

Plus rosters and rankings.
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CTCONSUMER
Retailers are waging a toy

price war, thinking gifts

for kids might be their

best hope in a tough

holiday shopping season.
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CTARTS
What lurks beneath the

surface of some

well-known paintings?

The Wadsworth applies a

little “CSI” science to the

case to find out.
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CTWEATHER
After today’s mix of sun

and clouds, expect the

temperature to take a dip.

PAGE B6

A commemorative reprint of Wednesday’s front page, featuring Barack
Obama and his family, is in today’s paper, behind the CTARTS section.

A PIECE OF HISTORY

On a table in the reception area of
the shrinking House Republican
caucus in Hartford sits a book
with a timely title: “Comeback:

Conservatism That Can Win Again.”
“It’s not a coincidence we have it here,”

George Gallo, the Republicans’ political
strategist and chief of staff, told a visitor
Friday. “It’s our manual.”

They need it. 
Nearly every corner of Connecticut got a lot

bluer last week, from Greenwich on the Gold
Coast to the struggling mill towns of the
Naugatuck Valley, where Reagan Democrats
once flocked to the GOP. 

Not only did Barack Obama carry the state
by 350,000 votes, unofficial results also show
that he ran ahead of the 2004 Democratic
presidential vote in 166 of 169 towns.

Republicans won only 37 of 151 state House
seats, their worst showing since holding only

33 seats against the Democrats’ post-Watergate
landslide of 1974. In the state Senate,
Republicans lost one seat and will hold 12 of 36.

Republican Christopher Shays lost his 4th
Congressional District seat, giving 
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Obama McCain Voted Bush in 2004, Obama in 2008
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32 Towns Make The Switch
>> Connecticut turned more blue last week, as 32 towns that voted Republican in 2004 went Democrat in 2008.

There’s still a swath of red across Fairfield, New Haven and Litchfield counties, but it shrank quite a bit from George

W. Bush to Barack Obama. And in the towns won by John McCain, he topped out at 60 percent of the vote; Obama

reached more than 80 percent in some towns.

SOURCE: Connecticut Secretary of the State; Associated Press. Feedback: data@courant.com Research: STEPHEN BUSEMEYER; Graphic: JIM KUYKENDALL / THE HARTFORD COURANT

DEMOCRATIC WAVE

State Voters Wash Out Red
Battered Republicans Take Comfort In This: ‘The Tide Ebbs And Flows’

By MARK PAZNIOKAS
mpazniokas@courant.com

ON THE WEB
For the latest on the political scene, updated
throughout the day, go to
courant.com/vote08

STATE GOP, A10

>> FRIENDS OF BARACK: A chairman of the Chicago Housing Authority. A CEO of a property-management company. An executive at the University of Chi-

cago Medical Center. They are among the high-achieving buddies of President-elect Obama, a few of whom are likely to follow him to the White House. Page A9

>> SHAPING THE COURTS: Four dozen federal court openings will give the new president an immediate chance to reshape the legal landscape. Page A11

>> EXPECTATIONS: War. Economic strife. Legislative agendas. Obama faces a daunting set of political and practical restrictions. Page A8

>> 1988-1989: The historic

Goodwin apartment building is

hollowed out and converted into the

J.P. Morgan Hotel with adjacent office

tower.

>> 1991: Under pressure from the

bank of the same name, the J.P.

Morgan changes its identity to the

Goodwin Hotel. 

>> 1999: Mick Jagger and the Rolling

Stones commandeer 72 rooms and

hire security for all seven entrances

to keep screaming fans at bay. On

another weekend, the hotel hosts

Neil Diamond, Dorothy Hamill and

Phish.

>> 2005: The state pension fund,

which had taken over ownership in

the late ’90s, sells Goodwin Square,

including the hotel and office tower,

to Northland Investment Corp. for

$41 million.

>> 2006: Northland signs a labor

agreement with the hotel union that

clears the way for a multimillion

dollar renovation and the addition of

an upscale restaurant.

>>February 2008: Sen. Barack

Obama stops in to chat with the staff

the day of his rally at the XL Center.

>> August 2008: Northland

launches a $10 million renovation,

beginning with guest rooms. The

addition of a restaurant is dropped.

>> Nov. 4, 2008: Northland

announces the hotel will close at the

end of the year.

Rockin’ And Rollin’ 
At The Goodwin
Through The Years

Peter and Sally Shapiro couldn’t help but pause outside the
Goodwin Hotel in downtown Hartford Tuesday night as they
walked to an election-night party.

They pointed to the third floor, showing their son Matt the
window of their old apartment.

Those apartments vanished two decades ago, when the building
morphed into the city’s premier boutique hotel. What the Shapiros didn’t
know Tuesday was that the city landmark was again facing a dramatic
change. Earlier in the day, the hotel’s owner announced that the Goodwin
would close by the end of the year.

The Goodwin has followed the fortunes of Hartford for 125 years, first
built as apartments for the rich at the height of the Victorian Gilded Age.
By the 1970s, when the Shapiros lived there, it had evolved into a 

HARTFORD’S ECONOMIC STRUGGLE

DOWNTOWN, GOODWIN SHARE PAIN
By KENNETH R. GOSSELIN | kgosselin@courant.com

CLOE POISSON | 
cpoisson@courant.com

THE PLANNED
closing of the
Goodwin Hotel, left,
“isn’t a positive for the
city,” says H. Scott
Phelps, president of
the Greater Hartford
Convention & Visitors
Bureau. 

GOODWIN, A16

For more photos
of the Goodwin Hotel,
see courant.com/
goodwin.
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Savings on both sides of the street during our ANNIVERSARY SALE!

12% OFF CHANDELIERS
*Connecticut Lighting Centers - print coupon from www.ctlighting.com to redeem

*Restoration Lighting Gallery - print coupon from www.myRLG.com to redeem
*Expires November 16, 2008. Excludes prior promotions and special pricing.www.ctlighting.com www.myRLG.com

HARTFORD 860-493-2532
167 BRAINARD RD (I-91• EXIT 27)

Across the street from
Connecticut Lighting Centers

HARTFORD 860-249-7631
160 BRAINARD RD (I-91• EXIT 27)

SOUTHINGTON 860-621-7585
RT 10 WAL-MART Plaza (I-84 • EXIT 32)

*


